
MEMO 

To: College administrators/teachers in charge of curriculum/textbook/course selection 

Re: Curriculum proposal for use of vols. 1, 2 of, and website for, “A Book About Books” 

I am writing a planned 3 volume interdisciplinary book/ebook plus free website about 

nonfiction books. This memo is for teachers, because one of my intended audiences is 

college students, but to reach students, I must interest teachers in using the book. The 

book could be used in existing undergraduate or graduate classes. See the end of this 

memo for a list of possible departments, or a class could be created for it as described 

below. It is also possible to propose to selected students independent study using my 

book. I intend my book to discuss materials that students would probably never see 

otherwise. First is some historical background in support of the use of my text: 

The first college I attended from 1972-74, Beloit College, in Wisconsin, had a history of 

innovative classes and programs. One such program was a field term of off-campus 

study. Another innovation was called Underclass Common Course (UCC), or Man in 

Perspective. The Beloit archives has documents, which I can provide to you at your 

request, about its background, purpose and how UCC worked in practice, but below are 

selections from one document by Professor Dennis Moore, UCC director, 1970-71: 

“The impulse to interdisciplinary studies at Beloit can be traced at least as far back as 

1953 and the publication of a suggestive document entitled LIBERAL EDUCATION AT 

BELOIT COLLEGE, the product of a long self-study project. By the following year the 

immediate predecessor of the Underclass Common Course had emerged … “ 

“Specific themes for the content of the course have varied over the years, but in 

general the idea was to present incoming students with significant texts which would 

receive lively discussion in small classes taught by instructors … “ 

“There were some real benefits, particularly at the outset ... Students found 

themselves stretched considerably by encounters with Plato, with the Bhagavad-Gita, 

with Camus, with Freud.” 

Before continuing with the description of UCC, please look at the attachments to this 

e-mail which contain 2 lists of readings (and films) actually used for UCC provided to 

me by the Beloit College archivist. I have several such reading lists, so these are just 

samples. Professor Moore continues his description of UCC by describing what can 

happen in practice when an innovative educational concept meets reality: 

“Our catalog had built this course up so much that underclassmen arrived assuming 

that it would be the intellectual experience of their lives, that almost automatically 

there would be stimulating discussion, that they would be inspired to write well, that 

they would find their lives changed by the reading they would do. Instead – and here 

the source of the discrepancy lay almost equally in the patent unreality of student 

ideals and the failure of the course to come close enough to our ideals – they found  



classes frequently tense and dull, writing handled arbitrarily, the reading important 

but somehow inaccessible and rushed in discussion.” 

Professor Moore cites other causes of the discrepancy between theory and practice: 

the difficulty in finding teachers who were qualified and wanted to teach this type of 

class, the reading list itself, whether classes should be formal or informal (there was 

even a proposal for classes to take place in dormitory lounges or study rooms rather 

than classrooms), the amount of writing required, to use credit/no credit rather than a 

grade, and whether to limit the class to two semesters. 

I have described this history in order to show that such an interdisciplinary course, or 

series of courses in colleges, which I propose here has been done before. Keeping the 

basic idea described above, and based on my own experience taking both required 

semesters, I would like to propose that colleges consider creating “A Course About 

Books”, and for teachers to have students use my book as the basis, by reading at least 

part of what I say about books in my book, and for students to select additional books 

to read from among the books discussed in my book, or on the same subjects, based 

on the UCC model described above with the following modifications: 

(1) I think it was a mistake to teach UCC to incoming students. I think a better 

choice would be no earlier than from the end of sophomore to beginning of 

junior year. Perhaps students who dropped out by then should be invited back 

for this class to encourage them to try school again or read on their own. 

(2) I think that students should be able to choose what texts they want to read 

from among my provided list, based on their own individual interests rather 

than be forced to read books or subjects they are not interested in.  

There is another difference between UCC and my book: I think my book has a different 

mission than UCC: To question and consider changing mistaken ideas, and act on new 

ones. See the back covers of my books for further explanation. Is any school interested 

in the above? Can you find teachers and guest specialists to teach it? I am not a 

teacher, so I am not suggesting teaching it myself, and professional teachers could do 

a better job. I believe my book should be taught, with the decision of what parts and 

how to teach left to the teacher. My book and website could be used in the following 

departments: interdisciplinary studies, social sciences generally, sociology, law, 

education, political science, history, environmental studies, philosophy, psychology 

(volume 3 only), and possibly reading/writing, women’s studies, and library science. 

I believe there is more than enough in each vol. of my book for one class per semester. 

Also check my website www.bookaboutbooks.com. The content that is on the website 

now can be the basis of a class, but more content will be added after vol. 3 of my book 

is complete. For more information and for free chapters or review copies of my books, 

please e-mail me at bookaboutbooks@gmail.com. You may share this presentation 

with other teachers you think would be interested, and if anyone does use my books 

and free website content in classes, please email me to let me know. Thank you. 

http://www.bookaboutbooks.com/
mailto:bookaboutbooks@gmail.com
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